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their	countries	of	origin.	Second,	 it	 reduces	 the	 6ield	of	concern	 to	 that	zone	of	
exception,	rendering	everything	that	falls	outside	of	its	narrow	scope	‘unexcep-



















Europe	 and	 the	 US,	 and	 from	 Europe	 to	 the	 US	 and	 the	 European	 colonies	













































thus	undeserving).	Black	prostitutes	were	of	 little	 concern	 for	US	 campaigners	
(Mumford	1997,	p.	14).	And	while	the	1875	Page	Act	banned	the	entry	of	foreign	





























ternational	 agreements	 were	 also	 concluded	 that	 committed	 governments	 to	










Anti-traf6icking	 activism	 subsided	with	 the	 conclusion	of	 the	1950	Convention,	
only	to	resurface	20	years	later	when	radical	feminists	such	as	Kathleen	Barry	be-
gan	to	concern	themselves	with	the	sex	trade	in	the	context	of	the	Vietnam	War.	
















































of	 feminist	 organisations	 were	 lobbying	 the	 Clinton	 Administration	 about	 the	
‘sexual	slavery’	of	women	both	at	home	and	abroad	(Chuang	2006).	Their	efforts	














The crea7on of the contemporary global trafficking regime 
In	1998,	President	Clinton	 responded	to	 the	political	 pressures	 and	trends	de-
scribed	 above	 with	 a	 new	 anti-traf6icking	 framework	 that	 emphasised	 the	 so-
called	three	P’s:	prevention,	protection,	and	prosecution	(Chuang	2006,	p.	449).	It	
led,	through	the	various	stages	of	US	law-making,	to	the	Traf6icking	Victims	Pro-







against	 the	 white	 slave	 traf6ic.	 Chapkis	 (2003,	 p.	 924)	 describes	 how	 “the		



































































into,	working	under,	 or	 resisting	 exploitative	 labour	 relations.	Research	 shows	
time	and	time	again	that	structural	constraints	rather	than	individualised	force	
























































pulous	 adults	willing	 to	 exploit	 them.	 Poverty	 and	 a	 racially-encoded	 ‘cultural	
backwardness’	often	feature	in	the	narrative,	with	the	implication	that	non-white	








rests	have	become	more	 frequent	 and	many	 communities	have	 stories	of	 chil-
dren’s	adult	companions	being	detained	as	traf6ickers.	Children	too	have	been	de-
tained,	 ‘rescued’	from	work	deemed	exploitative	and	repatriated	to	places	they	





money	necessary	 to	achieve	 their	varied	goals.	 In	Ghana,	Hashim	(2005)	 found	










Agricultural labour in Italy 
Italian	NGOs	and	trade	unions	argue	passionately	that	exploitative	conditions	pre-
vailing	in	the	southern	tomato	growing	district	of	Foggia	are	tantamount	to	traf-
































involvement	 in	 this	business,	 regardless	of	how	much	they’re	doing	so	“for	 the	
purpose	of	exploitation”,	extremely	risky.	
Achilli's	(2018)	ethnographic	research	on	the	Turkish	coast	paints	a	picture	of	in-
dividuals	 using	 their	 networks	 and	 know-how	 to	 provide	 services	
12	

































working	 conditions	 are	 to	 those	 of	 the	 ‘victims’.	 As	 non-victims	 they	 are	 posi-
tioned	as	having	no	excuse	for	breaking	the	law	and	thus		can	expect	deportation	
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openDemocracy,	 8	 October,	 accessed	 24	 September	 2019	 at	
https://www.opendemocracy.net/beyondslavery/prabha-kotiswa-
ran/law’s-mediations-shifting-de6initions-of-traf6icking	
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